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Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT ^AY 3 1 ^ 



Applicants wish to make of record the disclosure documents listed on the attached Form 
PTO-1449, which are believed to be the most relevant known to applicants concerning the 
invention as claimed in the application identified above. Copies of the reference cited are 



enclosed herewith. 
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The cited reference is mentioned in the specification of the present application § pa§g 2 ^ 



and is accompanied by an English language abstract. 



Should a first action on the merits have been issued on the same day or before @s 
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Information Disclosure Statement is filed, please accept this Information Disclosure Statement 
under Rule 97(c) and charge the requisite Rule 17(p) fee to our Deposit Account No. 50-1390, 
under Order No. TOTO0004-US and proceed to consider this Information Disclosure Statement. 

The above information is presented so that the Patent and Trademark Office may, in the 
first instance, determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. See 37 C.F.R. 1.104(a) 
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SeriaTNo. 09/987,380 
Mfjmt 2853 

Pbmey's Docket No. TOTO0004-US 

and 1.106(b) concerning the PTO duty to consider and use any such information. It is 
respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 
application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the "References 
Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 



SHAW PITTMAN LLP 
1650 Tysons Boulevard 
McLean, VA 22101-4859 
Tel: 703/770-7606 



By: 



Respectfully submitted, 
Masaaki MIMURA et aJ. 




Michael D. Bednarel 
Regisffation No. 32,329 



Date: May 29, 2002 



